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FOREWORD
This book, edited, written and published by the enlisted personnel of 
1 battery “ F”, 349th Field Artillery is typical of the men that made up that 
organization. It is a part of them. The same splendid spirit and tenacity 
of purpose is shown in publishing a volume under the adverse conditions of 
army life that was shown by the men while in France on the firing line.
'1 he purpose of this book is to keep ever before the members of the battery 
the things that they have done and the sacrifices that they have made in 
order to do their bit in downing the terror called autocratic government and 
represented for us by Germany. While we were in France, real sacrifices were 
made and every one was met with the high moral purpose shown by the 
entire American Expeditionary Force in France.
If the editors have incorporated some of this spirit between the covers, 
then the book is justified and will serve a worthy purpose.
Just a word about the battery. While the battery was bing inspected by 
General Pershing at Le Mans, France, he asked for an opinion of its value as 
a fighting unit. 1 told him that our own infantry called our barrages the 
best that they had received in their support during all their time at the 
front. The General replied that no higher compliment can be paid an artil­
leryman than one coming from the infantry that it is his duty to support. We 
were good artillerymen. Our battery was justified and did serve a worthy- 
purpose.
Camp Upton, N. Y. NOBLE M. COE,
March 10, 1919. Capt., 349th F. A.
MODERN A RTILLERYM EN
BATTERY OFFICERS
B A T T E R Y  C O M M A N D E R
Captain Noble  M. Coe was born O ctober  7, 1892; attended University o f  W isconsin ,  
1 909-1913; farm ed in northern  Wisconsin, 1913-1916; engaged in business in New York , 
1916-1917; enlisted in U. S. Naval Reserve, May, 1917; com m iss ioned  First Lieutenant 
Field Artil lery  at the Second Officers Training Camp, F ort  Sheridan, Illinois, N ovem ber  
27. 1917; on duty with 153rd Depot Brigade Decem ber,  1917-March, 1918; assigned to 
349th F. A., M arch  1918; prom oted  to Captain Field Artillery June 12 1918; c o m m a n d e r  
o f  Battery “ F ”  since July 5, 1918.
B A T T E R Y  E X E C U T I V E
First Lieutenant G eorge  E dw ard  W a sh b u rn  was born  F ebruary  27, 1891, Boston, 
Massachusetts; graduated, A m herst  College, 1914; engaged in business 1914-1917; c o m ­
missioned at Second Officers Training Camp, Plattsburg, N. Y. N ovem b er  27, 1917; on 
duty with 301st Field Artillery, Cam p Devens, Massachusetts, D e ce m b e r  15, 1917-May 1, 
1918; on duty with R ep lacem en t  Depot, C am p Jack on  S. C. May 1 1918-May 24, 1918; 
on dtuy with 349th F. A., Battery “ F ,”  f r o m  May 24, 1918.
R E C O N N A IS S A N C E  O F F I C E R
First Lieutenant Clarence V. H oa r  was born  July 18, 1892 at Lancaster, P ennsy lva ­
nia; graduate, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 1916; com m iss ioned  First 
Lieutenant, Novemjber 27, 1918 at the Second Officers’ Training Camp, F ort  Oglethorpe, 
G eorg ia ;  on duty with Battery  “ F ”  since June 9, 1918.
L IE U T E N A N T  R I V E R S
Second Lieutenant W . N apoleon  R ivers  born at Mobile, A labam a. A pril  23, 1897; 
S oph om ore ,  T a l ladega  College, Talladega. A labam a, when he entered the military 
service  O ctober  29, 1917; Sergeant, H eadquarters  Com pany, 366th Inantry, C am p 
Dodge, I o w a ;  com m iss ioned  in the Field Artillery Officers Training Camp, Cam p 
Z achary  Taylor, K entucky , August 31, 1918.
L IE U T E N A N T  M A C D O N A L D
Second Lieutenant W allace  W. M acdonald  was born  at V irg in ia  City, Montana, May 
23, 1893; has had three years  experience in the U. S. A rm y. F o rm e r ly  connectedd  with 
163rd Inantry ;  com m iss ioned  in F rance ;  assigned to 349th Field Artillery, Septem ber 
3, 1918.
L IE U T E N A N T  T E N  B R O E C K
Second Lieutenant W il l iam  D. Ten B ro e ck  was com m iss ioned  at Third Officers’ T ra in ­
ing Camp, C am p Dix, New Jersey; studied at the S om ur Artil lery  School  in F ran ce ;  
assigned to Battery “ F ”  F ebruary  19, 1919.
L IE U T E N A N T  W IL L IA M S
Second Lieutenant R obert  L. W il l iam s was born  at F ort  D odge ,  Iowa, June 7, 1895; 
student Iow a  State College 1913-1914; student D artm outh  College, 1914-1917; c o m ­
missioned at First P lattesburg  Tra in ing  Camp, 1917; fo rm er ly  connected  with 302nd 
F. A., C am p Devens, Mass. On duty w ith  349th F. J  since June 1, 1918.
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EDITORIAL STAFF
E D I T O R -I N -C H I E F
Priate  First Class Uzziah Miner, A. B.,— editor, soldier and author, was born  at 
Higginsville, Missouri, N ovem b er  23, 1888; associate-editor,  “ H ow ard  University Journal"  
1916-1917; received  degree, B. A. H ow ard  University W ashington , D. C., 1918; u thor  
o f  “ C o m m o n  Sense Patr iot ism ”  and Colored  A m ericans  and W or ld  D e m o cra cy .”
M A N A G IN G  E D I T O R
Sergeant Jam es W . Johnson ,— student and soldier, was born  at Asheville, North  C a ro ­
lina, M arch  6, 1 897; graduate, H ow ard  University A cadem y, class o f  1917; student, C o l­
lege o f  the City o f  New York , first semester, 1918; abandoned  college career  ta  enter 
the a rm y ;  m em ber,  Delta Sigma K a p p a  Fraternity.
A SSO C IA T E  E D I T O R
First Sergeant W illiam  H. Sm ith— teacher, contractor ,  soldier, was born at Bards- 
town, K entucky ,  February  20, 1880; educated at Berkshire  College Berkshire, Massa­
chusetts; f o r m e r  m em ber ,  Ninth and Tenth Cavalry Regiments.
A SSO C IA T E  E D IT O R
Sergeant John M. Lee,— student, sold ier  and organizer, was born  at Danville, 
Indiana, Septem ber  7, 1890; graduated, Danville  High School,  1910; com pleted  three 
years  o f  pre -m edica l  w ork  at the University o f  Indiana; student Tem ple  University, 
Philadelphia ,  Pennsylvania, 1915; m em b er  K a p p a  A lp h a  Psi Fraternity.
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MODERN A RTILLERY M EN
E D I T O R I A L S
By Private First Class LZZIAH MINER
MODERN ARTILLERYMEN
America’s collosal struggle with Germany gave colored Americans an 
it iparalleled opportunity to demonstrate their valor and their patriotism, 
a ; defenders of their country’s honor. This opportunity referred to, is that 
which was given them to serve their country as artillerymen on the historic 
battlefields of Europe. Since the first colored artillery brigade is a land­
mark in the progress of the colored race, and, since it is indeed an inno­
vation as regards the United States fighting machinery, the members of 
Battery “ F,” 349th F. A. have deemed it altogether fitting and proper that 
they’ call themselves “ Modern Artillerymen.”
As modern artillerymen, both the officers and enlisted men of Battery “F,” 
went forth upon a mission just as romantic, just as fascinating, just as holy 
and as righteous as the mission of the crusaders of the middle ages, who 
went forth with the superlative ambition to deliver the Holy City of Jerusa­
lem from the hands of the infidel Turks. As modern artillerymen, Battery 
“ F” has played a conspicuous part in winning for the world a victory, which 
is as glorious and as praiseworthy as the victory that Joan of Arc won for 
France four hundred and ninety years ago.
In this great war, these modern artillerymen have won the enternal ad­
miration and respect of American people everywhere. As a result of their 
fighting sagacity and as a result of their sacrifices for humanity, they have 
helped, immensely, to make it possible for Belgium to be restored to her 
sovereignty, for Serbia to regain her freedom, for Poland to become an 
independent nation, for Alsace and Lorraine to be returned to France and for 
America to enjoy, once more, her rights upon the high seas, in accordance 
with the rules and regulations prescribed by international law. This in­
deed has been a glorious mission. This indeed has ended in a glorious victory 
for America and her Allies.
But. alas, the war is over! The war drums throb no longer, the battle- 
flags are furled. There are no more crusades to the Old World; no more 
shedding of human blood; no more air raids on defenseless women and 
children; no more destruction of cathedrals; no more submarine menaces; 
no more gas alarms; no more conservation of food and fuel; no more con­
scription; no more censored mail from loved ones overseas, and absolutely 
no more parting of husbands and wives, friends and relatives in the great 
cause of making the world, a decent place to live in. The war is over! The 
din and roar of war have ceased ; we have met the enemy and they are ours,
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and joy is everywhere in the U .S. A.- Battery “F” , therefore rejoices that 
Germany and her aliies have been disastrously defeated, and that Battery 
“ F,” Modern Artillerymen, have had a share in that defeat.
BATTERY “F ” 349th FIELD  A RTILLERY
THE AMERICAN FLAG AND HER COLORED DEFENDERS
American Soldiers are returning in large numbers from the Old World 
where they have been bravely defending a flag of red, white and blue, with 
forty-eight stars and thirteen stripes. This is the American flag—a flag that 
is loved, honored, and respected throughout the United States, among all 
the inhabitants thereof.
This flag which is loved so dearly and so religiously by our people, had its 
origin in the Second Continental Congress of the thirteen original colonies, 
June 14, 1774. This Congress resolved that the flag of the United States 
should, be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white, and, thirteen stars, white 
in a blue field, representing a new constellation.
In this action of Congress, no provision was made for future states which 
would naturally clamor for some representation on the national flag. In 
1790 and in 1791, Vermont and Kentucky, respectively, were granted ad­
mission into the Union.
As was to be expected, these new states asked to be given representation 
on the flag. In order to provide for new states, Congress resolved in 1791 
to add to the flag a new star and a new stripe for each state. But this was 
unsatisfactory. Obviously, if this had been continued, our flag would have 
been too large and too unhandy, too broad and too unwieldly for our ordinary 
purposes.
So it came to pass in 1818, Congress decided to discontinue the enlarge­
ment of the flag, in order to provide representation for new states, but de­
cided to go back to the original thirteen stripes. It was further resolved 
that for each new state one star, only, would be added to the flag; this to 
be placed in the upper corner next to the staff of the flag.
This method of giving representation to new states has been adhered to 
ever since ; hence today, as we gaze upon “Old Glory,” we behold thirteen 
stripes, which represent the thirteen original states and forty-eight stars 
which represent the forty-eight states of the United States.
What does the flag represent? What does it symbolize? This indeed is 
a very interesting question. Our flag is a symbol of love of country,—a love 
of country that makes every true American feel with Plato, that his para­
mount duty as a citizen is to be ever ready to live and die for his country,— 
a love of country to which the Quaker poet, John Greenleaf Whittier gives 
utterance in these immortal lines:
“O land of lands to thee we e:iveo
Our prayers, our hopes, our service free ;
For thee thy sons may nobly live
And for thy needs may die for thee.”
In addition to being a symbol of patriotism, our flag is a symbol of liberty, 
unity and protection. The pious men and women who came to our country 
when our shores were bleak and our forests primeval, came that they might
9
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enjoy blessing’s of h'b°rty, which were denied them by the obsolescent despo­
tic governments of Europe. They came that they might enjoy liberty of 
speech, liberty of the press, liberty of conscience, and liberty for the unbri­
dled exercise of their genius, and the development of their innate abilities.
As a symbol of liberty, the flag speaks of our “Magna Charta,” the Dec­
laration of Independence which declares, emphatically, that all men are 
created equal and endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, 
that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
As a symbol of liberty, the flag speaks of Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation, a proclamation which gave liberty of person to more than 
four million chattle slaves. As a symbol of liberty the flag speaks of the 
Thirteenth. Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to our Federal Consti­
tution,—Amendments which gave colored people liberty of body, liberty of 
citizenship, and liberty to cast their votes in state and national elections, in 
both Congressional and Presidential Campaigns.
Our flag is not only a symbol of liberty, it is a svmbol of unity. Liberty 
and union, of course, must always go hand in hand. The great orator, Daniel 
Webster once testified to this fact when he declared in the United States 
Senate : “Liberty and union, now and forever, shall be one and inseparable.”
As a symbol of union the flag speaks of our terrible Civil War, which for­
tunately terminated in a glorious victory for those great statesmen, who 
stood first, last, and all the time for an everlasting national unity of our 
American commonwealth.
Our flag is not only a symbol of love of country, liberty, and union, 
it is also a symbol of protection. As a symbol of protection it speaks of the 
War of 1812—a war that was waged against Great Britain, because she 
would wantonly jeopardize the safety of American seamen on the high 
seas. As a symbol of protection our flag speaks of the Mexican War of 1848 
—a war fought because Mexicans crossed our boundry line and shed Ameri­
can blood upon American soil. As a symbol of protection, our flag speaks of 
the Spanish-American War—a war fought primarily because Spain sank the 
battleship Maine, thus destroying the lives of American citizens.
Lastly, as a symbol of protection, our flag speaks of the recent war with 
the German nation—a nation which not only trampled upon our international 
rights, but threatned our citizens at sea with death and terrorism.
Since our flag symbolizes all these ideals here enumerated, we the members 
of Battery “ F,” 349th Field Artillery should rejoice and feel exceedingly 
glad that we had the unique honor and incomparable opportunity to invade 
the Old World and defend our National Emblem, notwithstanding the hard­
ships, suffering, and sacrifices that such adventure inevitably encountered.
Our service to our country will go down in history alongside of that of 
those illustrious colored soldiers who defended so heroically the American 
Flag while with General Warren at Bunker Hill; with Jackson at New Or­
leans; with Colonel Shaw at Fort Wagner and Fort Pillow; with Roosevelt, 
at San Juan Hill and with Pershing at Carrizal.
Every member of Battery “ F” loves the American f lag. We love the 
flag we have been taught to love from our early childhood even to the present 
moment. We love the “Star Spangled Banner,”—long may it wave over 
our great land of the free and home of the brave. We love the flag of red. 
white, and blue with thirteen stripes and forty-eight stars; whose red stands
10
*for valor; whose white stands for purity; whose blue stands for justice; 
whose stars stand for hope; whose stripes stand for the suffering that 
America has undergone in the past, in order to maintain her dignity and iden­
tity as a nation; the suffering she is undergoing at present as a result of 
resisting German Autocracy and Prussian Militarism; and those stripes stand 
for the suffering that this country might have to undergo in the future in or­
der that this government of the people, by the people, and for the people 
might not perish from the earth.
We love the American Flag and the American Republic for which it stands 
—one nation—indivisible, which we fondly hope and fervently pray will some 
day be a nation with justice, liberty, equal rights, equal opportunity, and 
equal protection to all her citizens, white and colored, who walk uprightly, 
and keep her commandments.
BATTERY “F ” 349th FIELD  A RTILLER Y
THE DAWN OF A BETTER DAY FOR COLORED AMERICANS
From a psychological standpoint, all human society may be divided into 
two very interesting groups: namely, those who delight in looking on the 
brighter side of life and those who can see only the darker side. The for­
mer are often spoken of as optimists while the latter are styled the pessi­
mists.
The optimistic colored man can see many great advantages that this war 
has given our peple, whereby we will be able, during tiie reconstruction 
period to come into full possession of our civil, political, and economic rights 
and prerogatives as citizens of the greatest nation on earth which claims to 
have both in theory and practice, a true system of democracy.
On the other hand the pessimistic colored man entertains a suspicion that 
alter our return to normal peace conditions, discrimination, disfranchisement, 
lynching, Jim Crowism, segregation, mob violence, and numerous undemo­
cratic restrictions to which we have been subjected, will again raise their 
diabolical heads to insult, degrade, and humiliate loyal, law-abiding colored 
people.
We have therefore the points of view of both the optimist and the pessi­
mist as regards the future prospects of the race problem in the land of our 
birth, for which colored people have fought and bled ever since our own 
( rispus Attucks sacrificed his life on Boston Commons for American inde­
pendence.
In looking at the situation from a common-sense viewpoint, it should seem 
that the optimist rather than the pessimist has the correct conception of 
America, and the splendid ideals for which she has fought so nobly in this
great war.
There are several reasons which lead us to believe that a better dav has 
dawned for our people.We shall mention two. First. America is proud of 
her colored citizens. This is true because colored men have manifested the 
highest degree of willingness and efficiency in serving their country in her 
most critical hour of need.
While our people rightly believed that they were unjustly treated in many 
instances, and while they nursed in their breasts a just feeling that democracy 
like charity should begin at home and spread abroad, they laid aside their
11
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racial grievances and contributed freely their man power and their money 
power to help ‘‘speed up" and win the war.
They did this notwithstanding the fact that other Americans around them 
who in truth enjoyed every blessing of liberty, political and otherwise, were 
shirking military duty, masquerading, as it were, under the false pretense 
that they were either “pacifists’* or “ conscientious objectors” to war.
While the Anarchists, Bolshevists. Pro-Germans, I. W. W. traitors and dis­
loyal Socialists were committing outrages, treasonable acts in violating the 
Espionage Act, and in doing then* best to deteriorate the morale of our 
fighting men at the front and in the home camps and cantonments,—while 
they were doing all of this.—while they were actually giving aid and comfort 
to the enemy, America’s Colored Defenders were bravely facing the enemy’s 
shell fire and poisonous gas, and courageously giving their blood and their 
lives that America, and her dream of making the world safe for democracy 
mieht triumph, and be recorded on the most glorious pages of modern history.
The optimist is right. America cannot—nay she will not forget. She will 
always remember her loyal, her heroic, her most courageous Colored Defen­
ders and will without a doubt reward them accordingly.O  9*
The next reason that we believe a better day has dawned for our oppressed 
people is the fact that Colored Americans will never again tolerate the least 
submission to such flagrant racial injustices as existed before the war. Ra­
ther than accept such after all they have gone through for their country, 
they will follow the migratory example of the Pilgrim Fathers, who having 
grown tired, sick, and extremely indignant as the result of religious oppres­
sion in England emigrated to Holland, thence to the New World where they 
found conditions more conducive to their well-being.
Our experience in France has taught us that there are places in the world 
where character, not color, is a man’s pass word, and where men extend the 
glad hand of welcome, encouragement, liberty, fraternity and equality to 
everyone, regardless of race, who strives to better his condition in life.
With the doors of France standing ajar, and the unbounded 
for colored men to carve for themselves places in the industrial, 
and professional activities of South America, there seems to be 
ground for pessimism.
Let colored men and women of the United States be not discouraged, if the 
war has not bettered racial conditions in the land of their nativity; but. like 
men and women of the Pilgrim type, be optimistic, become migratory, and 
seek for themselves the dawn of a better day elsewhere.
opportunity 
commercial, 
no plausible
THE PRESENT AND FUTURE RESPONSIBILITIES OF BATTERY “F”
Without the least attempt at egotism, we wish to invite especial attention 
to the fact that out of all the batteries of the 167th Field Artillery Brigade, 
Battery “ F” enjoys the unique distinction of being the first battery of col­
ored artillerymen to ever open fire upon an enemy. This occurred October 
21, 1918. After the Instrument Sergeant James W. Johnson had “ laid” the 
guns of the battery with mathematical exactness, the first shots -were fired
BATTERY “F ” 349th F IE L D  A RTILLERY
by the chief of the Third Hun Section. Sergeant John M. Lee, and First Ser­
geant William H. Smith.
How well the battery acquitted itself from the first day that it engaged 
in battle with the Germans until the cessation of hostilities, has been mention­
ed already by Captani Noble M. Coe in the foreword to this book. This 
record, however brilliant and commendable, is* now a thing of the past. 
Present and future responsibilities must now claim our attention. These re­
sponsibilities which must be met in civil life are Indeed very numerous and 
complex. They embrace every conceivable phase of social, political, and eco- 
1 omic problems.
These problems demand discipline, just as rigid character just as unimpeach- 
ableable, and motives just as lofty, as were found absolutely essential to suc­
cess in military life. Therefore, in order to assume and maintain a standard in 
military life. Therefore, in order to assume and maintain a standard In 
civil life that will be just as high as that gained in the army, Battery “ Fv 
must approach these new problems with high ideals and firm resolutions for
good.
Every member of this battery should bear in mind that just in the propor­
tion as he will conduct himself commendably as a civilian, just in that pro­
portion will he reflect honor and credit upon his battery, his regiment, his 
race and his country. Hence it is of the highest importance that every 
member of this battery should pledge himself never to bring disgrace upon 
himself, his organization, or his race by any unworthy deed or dishonorable 
act. Me should pledge himself to live a clean, decent, manly life, ever re­
specting the laws of his country, the virtue and honor of its womanhood, 
and the natural and legal rights of his fellowman. These are the ideals that 
the members of Battery “F” must aspire to, if they wish abundant success 
in meeting the grave responsibilities of civil life**- at present and in the 
future.
HISTORY OF BATTERY “F” 349th FIELD ARTILLERY
By First Sergeant William H. Smith
In the early part of January, 1918 orders came to our Regimental Head­
quarters, Ninth Cavalry, Cam]) Stotsenburg, Pampanga, Philippine Islands, 
extending an invitation to volunteers to come to America and assist in the 
organization of a colored Artillery. Knowing full well the value of artillery, 
having served in Camp with the Sixth Field Artillery, at Douglass, Arizona, 
during the years of 1914-1915, and having had in addition two years foreign 
service with the Second Field Mountain Artillery, at Camp Stotsenburg. 
Philippine Islands, .1 at once realized the glorious opportunity to be of some 
assistance in the world’s great struggle.
Without delay 1 forwarded mv application along with others, to Division 
Headquarters, Manila, P. I. My application was accepted. In about fif­
teen or eighteen days an order came for me to proceed by the first available 
transportation to Camp Dix. New Jersey. On February 15. 1918 thirty- 
seven members of the Ninth Cavalry, and 1 set sail for America by way of 
Nagasaki, Japan, and Honolulu, H. T. We arrived in San Francisco, Cal.
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March 18. 1918. After remaining; there until March 25, we entrained for 
Camp Dix, Xew Jersey, by the Southern Route, arriving' at the Camp, April 
25, 1918.
Upon our arrival we were separated and assigned to different organizations 
at the direction of the Commanding Officer, Colonel Dan T. Moore. For­
tunately for me 1 was assignee! to Eatery “F” 349th Field Artillery, April 5. 
1918 and was appointed First Sergeant April 8,1918. 1 found the Battery 
already partly organized with Captain Thomas D. Wadelton in command. 
It was considerable time before we were organized completely. We were 
blessed from time to time with fresh recruits from other Camps.
Day after day we labored unceasingly with the “ Three-inch guns,” with­
out a thought of weakening. In June our efforts were crowned with suc­
cess, and we were ready to sail for Europe. On the morning of June 13, 
1918, we entrained from Camp Dix, N. J. to Pier 54, Forty-second Street, 
New York City. From there we sailed for France aboard the U. S. S. Ring- 
dam, June 15, 1918.
We arrived at Brest, Finistere, France, June 27, 1918.We left Brest, June 
30, 1918, arriving at Montmorillon, France, July 2, 1918. Here we were 
cordially received by the civilian population. On the fourth of July, 1918 
we paraded in that French city. We remained in Montmorillon until August 
12, 1918. While at this place Captain Noble M. Coe, assumed command of 
the Battery. From Montmorillon, we went to La Courtine, (Creuse), France. 
Here we received six weeks training with the French 75mm. guns, concern­
ing which we were absolutely unfamiliar when we arrived in camp.
After the close of our course of instruction and repeated target practice 
on the range we were pronounced efficient artillerymen. This news was 
received with‘delight by everyone in the Battery. On October 13, 1918, we 
left La Courtine in box cars for the firing line, arriving at the front a few 
days later. We first stopped at Toul, France, October 16, 1918. In the vi­
cinity of this historic city we took quarters at a modern French Fortress 
called Villy de Sec.
After loading trucks with our guns, we departed from this fortress Oc­
tober 18, 1918, arriving at Vi 11e au Val (Village of the Valley) October 19. 
ilere we placed our guns in position on the night of October 20. Our Third 
and Fourth Sections moved their “pieces” to Atton where they took position 
in an open field. The other sections soon followed. Soon we were in a posi­
tion near Mousson, an historic hill in the neighborhood of Pont-a-Mousson, 
from which a statue of Joan of Arc still stands, unharmed, notwithstanding 
the repeated shell attacks from the Germans during the war.
Our telephone detail of which we have every reason to be proud, establish­
ed communications between Ville au Val and our Regimental Headquarters, 
and between our positions and the Battalion Headquarters. They indeed 
worked and fought faithfully and bravely through shell fire and poisonous 
gases with nothing in mind but “Victory.” This same splendid fighting 
calibre characterized all of the men while they were facing the enemy.
After our guns were placed in position the drivers and other men who 
were not in action were stationed at ur Battalion “Echelon,” near Belle­
ville, France. Here they were kept in constant danger from the enemy's 
artillery bombardment and air raids. Although our men endured many hard­
ships and privations and came dangerously near being gassed, shell shocked,
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or struck by tailing shrapnel, they remained on the firing line until the enemy 
surrendered by signing the Armistice which went into effect at eleven o’clock. 
November 11, 1918. Fortunately indeed, we did not lose a single man in 
action.
After the fighting ended, we repaired, November 15, 1918, to an old shell- 
torn tannery at Dieulouard, France. Although this was not an ideal place 
tor Barracks- \t was heartily welcomed by our tired and worn out fighters. 
Upon leaving Dieulouard, we marched to Pont-a-Mousson, France, arriving 
there December 10, 1918.
We found Pont-a-Mousson in auvrecked condition. We managed to make 
life comfortable in the shell-torn houses in which we quartered. We were 
surprised to find in this shell-torn city a few houses that were in a condition 
as perfect as they were before the bombardment by the Germans.
We left here December 19, 1918, arriving two days later at Liverdnn. 
France. Our men were much attracted at the beauty of Liverdun and the 
country surrounding it, perhaps the most picturesque in France. We march­
ed from this place on December 22. 1918, arriving at Maron the following day. 
Here we entrained in box cars for Domfront (Orne), France, which is in the 
very heart of Normandy. We remained here from December 26, 1918, to 
January 26, 1919,
From Domfront, we went to LeMans, France the next day, an embarka­
tion center.We left this place February 1, 1919, arriving at Brest. France, 
the next day. During our stay here, duty was very regular but our men re­
sponded remarkably. The worst feature of our sojourn in Brest was the 
weather. It rained nearly every day. On February 25, 1919. we went abroad 
the “ H. M. T. Carolina," at Brest, and sailed for the U. S. A., arriving at New 
York City, March 6. From here we went immediately to Camp Upton to 
await orders for demoblization.
THE COMPOSITION AND FUNCTION OF A BATTERY
By Sergeant John M. Lee
A modern army is composed of many varied and absolutely essential units. 
Of these units the Artillery is recognized as one of the highest branches of the 
service. It is one of the highest branches of the service, in that, the person­
nel of a regiment of Field Artillery, must include men of unusual ability, in 
order to attain that degree of efficiency necessary for successful offensive 
and defensive support of their infantry.
A regiment of light Field Artillery consists of a Headquarters Company, a 
Supply Company, and six Batteries. By virtue of the fact that the Battery 
is the fighting unit, it bears the same relation to a regiment that powder does 
to a shell. The Battery is a Iso divided into several details and sections 
where, with the judicious placing of its specially qualified men, it forms an 
organization complete in itself. Thus a Battery can be classed as a separate 
unit, or one capable of affiliating itself with other like units. This fact in 
itself goes a long way toward proving that, for so functioning such an or­
ganization must reach a high state of efficiency.
15
MODERN A RTILLERY M EN
fn a Battery the following' sections comprise the really indispensable units*. 
First: The Battery Commander; next. Battery Headquarters; next. The 
Specialists; then the Firing Battery; then the Combat Train and last, the 
Supply Train. Of these above mentioned divisions the first needs little nr 
no explanation other than that the Battery Commander is. as you might 
say. the Executive of the Battery.
The duties of the specialists are quite numerous and varied. First we 
have the Battery Commanders Detail, consisting of reconnaisance men, bug­
lers and scouts. They form the Battery Commander's Staff in Field opera­
tions. Next we have the detail proper, consisting of the Instrument Ser­
geant. route markers, telephone operators, linesmen and their assistants. 
This detail is in charge of the Instrument Sergeant and, upon their ability 
to keep the instruments in trim order and keep open methods of communi­
cation, depend, in extreme cases, the safety of the Battery.
The next in order is the Firing Battery, consisting of the four field pieces 
and their canonecr sections. Each piece is manned by a section and four 
sections form a Firing Battery. In time of war three Firing Batteries are 
required of each Battery. Each section contains seven men, namelv, the
J  *
Chief of Section, the Gunner, and numbers one, two, three, four and five. 
The Chief of Section has complete charge of the piece and his section is di­
rectly responsible for both. The Gunner is the next responsible man in the 
section and his duties have to do with the laying of the piece and the setting 
of the sites, together with the relief of the Chief of Section when called upon. 
Number one sets off the range, opens and closes the breech, and fires the 
piece. Number two loads the piece. Number three sets the corrector and 
oversees the fusing and the greasing of the shells. Each shell is inspected 
by number three before it is put in the piece. Number four and five assist 
number three in this work and they shift the trail. Although each member 
of the gun section has his own particular duties, yet, the ultimate aim is to 
devolop teamwork to the place where it comes as second nature.
The next in order comes the Combat Train. This consists of the driving 
squads with the piece limbers and caissons and other accessories to the pieces. 
Their co-operation with the Firing Battery is also very essential. Last 
comes the Supply Train, including the Ninth Section and the cooks. They are 
responsible for seeing that all needs in the Battery are promptly and ade­
quately supplied.
Owing to the briefness required, it is out of the question to do justice to 
the above subject here, yet perhaps, with the aid of a vivid imagination, a 
fair idea of the nature of a Battery of Artillery can be conveyed to the lay 
mind. However, the thought that was intended to be conveyed is, that, the 
effectiveness of a Battery is not judged by the degree of efficiency attained 
by any particular individual or section, but, a perfectness of team work that 
eventually becomes second nature.
GAS ATTACKS IN MODERN WARFARE
By Corporal Terrel Palmer
In the absence of suitable protection the gases used in this war are ex­
tremely deadly. Breathing only very small quantities may cause death or
16


BATTERY “F ” 349th FIELD  A RTILLERY
serious injury. It cannot be too strongly impressed on all that the measures 
in vogue to meet the hostile gas attacks afford perfect protection, and, if 
they are carried out properly and promptly, no one will suffer injury from 
such attacks.
Gas was first used in this war by the Germans in April 1915; the effect 
being most disastrous. Coming as it did a complete surprise, the result was 
an enormous number of casualties. This caused immediate steps to be taken 
for defensive measures against this deadly gas, and from the saturated 
cloth, the first emergency protection available, we developed our present 
perfectly gas proff mask.
Every soldier has as his first and lasting impression a natural abhorence 
for wearing the gas mask. It is true that even the latest improved mask 
becomes very uncomfortable when worn for any length of time, and it was 
for this reason that it was doubly hard to impress upon the men the essen­
tiality of daily drills and the fact that the gas mask was his one friend.
The greater portion of our gas casualties resulted almost invariably from 
carelessness on the part of the men in complying with their previous train­
ing, because they were dilatory in putting on their mask after the alarm was 
given or because they removed them before receiving permission.
The whole basis for protecting troops against gas lies in not only keeping 
the appliances in perfect working order, but, in learning to adjust them rapid­
ly under all conditions and ensuring that every man is given immediate 
warning. The above results can be obtained by frequent and thorough in­
spections of the mask daily; complying with all orders on the subject of 
defense against gas. Had the above mentioned precautions been strictly ad­
hered to, the gas casualties resulting from this war would have been greatly 
lessened.
AMERICA’S FIRST COLORED ARTILLERY
By Sergeant John M. Lee
The word war is usually associated with the thought of devastation, ruin, 
suffering and great loss of property and life. Indeed this is true in the case 
of practically all wars, still, there was never a war but what had its redeeming 
features ; none, but what created opportunities that were the means to great­
er endeavors and higher aims. Modern warfare has advanced to such an ex­
tent that all nations, especially America, have been compelled to resort to 
extremes unheard of before. They have devoloped the various branches of 
the service to an almost unbelievable degree and have enlarged these same 
branches until they number in the millions.
It was this last great conflict, (The Great World’s War), that called upon 
all involved to expend every energy to meet this great requirement. And 
America, though late in entering the conflict, surprised not only herself but 
the whole world in her rapid development of every branch of the service. 
Of these various branches of military service, it was concluded that, the 
artillery was cpiite indispensable and consequently great stress was placed 
upon its development. The call sent out to supply this great demand of man
17
M O D E R N  A R T i L E E R Y M E X
power left out no nationality, and out of the army came the “Ninety-Second.”
~  *
the firs* and only Colored Division in the United States Army.
All divisions have their artillery, their infantry, their machine gun batta­
lions. their signal corps, trench mortar batteries, ammunition trains and 
numerous other adjuncts. Again there is always one part of a division that 
comes out of each conflict with the honors: and in ours, the Ninety Second 
Division during the last few months of the great war, our artillery played a 
part that will go down in history.
Our three regiments of held artillery were organized in the fall and winter 
of 1917 and the spring of 1918. They consist of two regiments of light field 
artillery, the Three-Forty-Ninth, and Three-Fiftieth, organized at Camp Dix. 
New Jersey and one regiment of heavy artillery, the Three-Fifty-First, or­
ganized at Camp Meade, Maryland.
Never in history has a Colored American soldier been given the opportunity 
*o ( tnFfy, at su h a d:ffiru!t branch of tin* service. And never has he proven 
hhnself so ecual to the occasion: and, fighting against almost unsurmoun- 
lablc odds, he mastered the work in its entirety. Credit should be given
9 0
where credit is due. and, if there was ever a brigade of artillery that deserves 
distinction, it is the One Hundred and Sixty-seventh Brigade, which includes 
the three above mentioned regiments of Colored Artillery.
In the beginning, the fate of these regiments rested entirely in their own 
hands-. It was left up to them whether they should make good and remain 
an artillery, or fall down and be turned into infantry or labor units. The 
eyes of the whole country were turned upon them, so realizing the signifi­
cance of the result of their training, they settled to it and more than made 
good. It would be an injustice to them all to say that this pressure alone 
was the cause of their making good. Far from it. The other reason was 
that the work was new and interesting. Also through the selective draft 
and enlistments we acquired many capable and highly educated men to whom 
this work came natural. The natural consequence was the three regiments 
as they stood at the signing of the Armistice, were excelled by none.
Our own Infantry, the Three-Sixty-Fifth, Three-Sixty-Sixth, Three-Sixty- 
Seventh and the Three-Sixty-Eighth, say that they had received no artillery 
support that they could depend upon until we came on the front in October. 
( >ur barrages were the most deadly and most effective that they had ever 
seen, and some of our boys had been on as many as three fronts. Even some 
of the captured Germans frankly admitted that they were surprised that 
such an inexperienced artillery was doing the work of veterans.
One of the other commendable features concerning our artillery is the way 
they conducted themselves toward the French people. Always being very 
courteous and gentlemanly they gained the admiration and respect of those 
people wherever they went. Adding to this their quick understanding of the 
French language and their ever ready good humor and jo viability, they have 
forever endeared themselves in the hearts of the French people.
We are all, as artillerymen, proud of ourselves. We know that we have 
done our part and all that was expected of us. We have all gone through 
privations and suffered what no one can possibly realize unless he has been 
through the same himself. Now we have returned home to our families, our 
wives, our sweethearts and friends. We have returned home to receive our 
reward of not only the welcome that is being extended to us bv all. but.
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ato a future ol opportunities where we hope qualification, alone, will be th 
only barrier, and a future where pure democracy will be reality and not mere 
words*
COLORED OFFICERS IN THE AMERICAN ARMY
Ey Lieutenant W. Napoleon Rivers
W hen the pent up energy of vandalism gave vent to its fury a little more 
than four years ago, the accompanying report and shock awakened every liv­
ing force that was in the radius of its disconcerting vibrations. These living 
forces constituted masses of men; these men were destined to help succor 
civilization in the event that civilization should be encroached upon by the 
inveterate forces of barbarism during their age; these masses of men had to 
have leaders, and when the critical moment came, these men had leaders.
A 1 art of tlie living forces which constituted the masses of men who were
destined to answer civilization's call for succor were colored, and the leaders
who were essentially necessary and who nobly responded in the critical
moment were also colored. Thus we have, which results have proven, two
h irmonious elements combined to defy restraints, surmount barriers, clear•/
obstacles and to assure adequate success in proportion to the sphere of ac­
tivity allotcd.
Ilcginning with the first training school for officers and continuing untilc j  c » o
the termination of hostilities by virtue of the armistice, some men of the 
race had made and were making records that would have been as proudly 
cherished and referred to as any other cadet in the nation’s military academy. 
No one knows the rigid requirements for entrance; the mental and physical 
powers needed to stand the grind or the unyielding determination needed in 
disciplining the physical irregularities, and needed in devoloping other latent 
qualities essential to the military life, such as instant obedience, initiative, 
resourcefulness and aggresion, than the man who has gone through one of the 
courses himself (unless it is the man who has gone through two).
A successful candidate, without a degree of uncertainty, must have proven 
himself to be a soldier of the very best type and besides, displayed to the 
scrutinizing light of prudent choice and decision that he possessed the essen­
tials needed by an officer in the American Army.
The officers from the Des Moines Camp, th eThird and Fourth Officers’ 
Training Schools, the Machine Gun and Artillery Camps have instilled pride 
and aroused inspiration by their genuine soldierly bearing and have cemented 
the respects of many by their gentlemanly manners and knightly courtesies.
With -his end accom] lished it was upon these officers to develope from a 
mass of men directly from civil pursuits, a huge and powerful yet perfect 
lighting machine; a well seasoned contingent of war-order men'to grapple 
with, withstand and overcome the death dealing machines of scientific perfec­
ted warfare. 1 he reasonable time in which these men were taught to forget 
their civilian inclinations and absorb the qualities and assume the'bearing that 
m<u ked them as soldiers and branded them as benig lit for overseas service, 
is only an evidence of the unflagrant efforts that the officers put forth to per-
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form the task devolved upon them. The periods of training entered upon and 
finished before going on the firing line, both at home and abroad would in­
volve too many details to give adequate mention here.
To apreciate the spirit of willingness to follow and the acceptance of hard­
ships in a brotherhood fashion, we have only to listen to the narrations of 
those, both officers and enlisted men, who survived the ordeal of the Vosges, 
Argonne Forest, Toul and Marbache Sectors. At the places last mentioned 
the first Colored Brigade of Colored Artillery credibly acquitted itself in the 
preparations preliminary to the anticipated drive on the almost irresistable 
forts around Metz.
The undaunted courage and top-notch morale maintained by the officers 
while on the front was in no higher degree accepted as a criterion by the men 
than the observance of gentlemanly properties, civil prerogatives and the oc- 
corded hospitality when both officers and men were among the French in­
habitants back in the quiet areas. The natural quietness in manners and sen­
timental ease of disposition was more than an alluring entreaty to bring 
forth the genuine cordiality and profound sincerity possessed by the in­
habitants of the French villages in which the units billeted. The hospitality 
tendered was such that cannot be surpassed or repaid. The aspect in the 
aggregate gives the picture of two peoples, who unknowingly possess an 
clement of nature that is common to each and the discovery of which is oc­
casioned by accidental contact; however, the sojourn together is one of per­
fect peace and happiness.
On finshing the services overseas and on the eve of departure for home, 
the warm feelings and endearing sentiments manifested by the French ci­
vilian populace may be conceived in the following analytical eulogy which 
was accorded the knight. Sir Lancelot by one of his sorrowing comrades: 
“Thou wert the courtliest knight that ever bare shield, and thou wert the 
truest friend to thy lover that ever bestrode horse, and thou wert the kindest
m
man that ever struck with sword, and thou wert the goodliest person that 
ever came among the crowd of knight, and thou wert the meekest man and 
gentlest that ever ate in hall among ladies, and thou wert the sternest knight 
to thy mortal foe that ever put spear in breast.”
It will only be with a broader vision that America will appreciate the 
credit which her colored officers have done her. And as the progress of de- 
moblization is accelerated it is the high hope that both officers and men 
will resume their civil pursuits bound by the ring of fealty which was welded 
in military life, the maintainence of which is to be deemed essential to meet 
future problems.
THE MORAL AND RELIGIOUS FEATURES OF THE 349th REGIMENT
By Chaplain Andrew D. Brown
The morals of the men of this battery and of the entire regiment have been 
excellent. There has been no regiment of the entire American Expeditionary 
Forces with a moral standing any higher than that of the 349th Field Artil-
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lerv. These statements are endorsed by the highest military authority of 
the A. E. F.
The religious side of the regiment has been exceptionally good. Although 
most of the time, especially since the signing of the Armistice, we were 
greatly handicapped for suitable accomodations for our services, yet the 
men have overcome every obstacle and kept the “home fires of divine love’" 
burning brightly.
Whenever opportunity afforded us, our Sunday Services have always been 
largely attended and at every service some have decided to live the Christian 
life. The weekly prayer meetings and Literary societies organized by the 
men among themselves have largely contributed to the upkeep of a high 
moral and religious standard.
HERO THOUGH MESS SERGEANT
By Sergeant James W. Johnson
This organization is extremely proud to have as one of its members MeSS 
Sergeant James Lucas, who so lierocially saved the life of one of his com­
rades who was about to be burned to death in a fire at Domfront, (Orne)> 
France. Upon hearing the report from the explosion of fumes from gasoline  ^
Sergeant Lucas rushed upstairs from the yard below and with absolute for­
getfulness of self and remarkable presence of mind, successfully extinguished 
the flames that were threatening the life of his comrade and prevented the 
fire from doing great material damage.
COLORED AMERICAN SOLDIERS IN FRANCE
By Sergeant John M. Lee
Many things never change, yet there are some that invariably change in 
the course of time. Human nature is the most changeable of all. As a 
rule, men who have become accustomed to one environment, instinctively 
change when removed to another. Exceptions, of course, may be noted 
which prove the contrary, among which is the unchangeable nature of an 
American Colored man. Since the general mien of the average Colored man 
as a soldier is no different from that maintained by him in other walks of life, 
it is indeed a quality to be greatly admired.
It was this quality that he possessed in France which enabled him to en­
dure the tremendous strain to which one was likely to succumb. It enabled 
him to go over the top singing and rejoicnig. It enabled him to remain in 
the trenches for days under heavy shell lire, with scarecely anything to eat. 
smiling all the while. It enabled him to endure long marches with heaw 
packs and to do guard duty for hours at a time without a murmur. It en~
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«lf)led him to grit his teeth and to pack up his- troubles in his old kit bag' aucf. 
smile, smile, smile.
As an illustration of what we have said, we will relate a tragic incident 
which attracted our attention on Sunday, November the 10. 1918. Our Mat­
tery had just laid a barrage to enable our infantry to go '‘over the top' and it 
hack lasted from seven o’clock until a quarter of eight that morning. Our 
position was in the vicinity o f Atton and we were near the front line trenches 
which were just beyond Po nt - a - Mous son. The order had been received for 
us to take up a new position in Po n t-a - M o us s on and while enrotite to that 
place we passed a Battalion of our infantry just back from over the top. 
Among them were many wounded of whom one was the object ot special 
attention. He had been\vounded in his right leg; his right arm hung- feebly 
at his side and blood was streaming from the tip ends of his lingers. He 
carried in his left hand a pair of wire cutters. The Battalion of which he 
was a representative was in smiles, as they congratulated us on pur barrage. 
They related to us the heroic performance of this wounded soldier to whom 
we have called attention. The story dealt with the fact that he had been 
designated to go “over the top" ahead of his company and clear away the: 
barbed wire entanglements.
A comrade was designated to go over with him with a machine gun for 
the purpose of giving him protection. So anxious were they to go over and 
do their bit they disregarded the order that they had received to wait for 
our barrage. Five minutes before the time scheduled they advanced; one 
with his gun slung across his shoulder and with head down, moved forward 
clipping away wire entanglements as though he were at play. His com­
rade was just behind him and was mowing down everything that looked like 
a German with his deadly' machine gun fire. These boyrs were unshielded 
targets for the Boche machine gun fire and how theyr were able to make any 
progress is indeed a mystery. The wire clipper succeeded in clearing away 
the entanglements, thus making a passage for his company. It was he, 
whom we saw Sunday morning, November 10th limping to the Aid Station, 
with one side almost riddled with bullets.
His companion was not satisfied with his success in opening up a passage 
for his company, he actually went over the German lines alone and sacrificed 
his life for his country. It is said that a German Captain in speaking of these 
two men remarked that he was so moved at seeing such unparallel bravery 
that he ordered his men to cease firing on them. Such instances as these il­
lustrate the behavior of our hoys throughout the war. Such behavior at­
tracted the admiration of French soldiers and civilians everywhere in France. 
Colored soldiers were welcome guests wherever they went. Men, women 
and children have been seen actually in tears while bidding them farewell, 
after they had been billeted in or about a French town for anv considerable 
time. Scores of letters of commandation for both Colored infantry and ar­
tillerymen have been received by regimental commanders which show the
high impressions which the French have received as to their general conduct, 
military and otherwise.
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GENERAL SHERBURNE
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Submitted by Private Ernest B. McKissick
Every soldier in Battery “ F” was 'made to rejoice and Feel supremely 
Fanny on November 22, 1918 when words of congratulation from General 
John J. Pershing were read to the Battery. These words were as follows':
“The enemy has capitulated. It is fitting that 1 address myself in thanks 
directly to the officers and soldiers of the American Expeditionary Forces 
who by their heroic efforts have made possible this glorious result. Our 
armies hurriedly raised and hastily trained met a veteran enemy, and by 
courage. , discipline and skill always defeated him. Without complaint yon 
have endured incessant toil, privations and danger. You have seen many of 
your comrades make the supreme sacrifice that freedom may live. 'I thank 
you For the patience and courage with which you have endured. I con­
gratulate yon upon the splendid fruits of victory which your heroism and the 
b ’oc.d of our gallant dead are now presenting to our nation. Yottr deeds 
will live forever on the most glorious pages of America’s history.^
Shortly after General Pershing’s cheering message was read to the Battery, 
a message equally as cheering and encouraging was received from Brigadier 
General Sherburne of the 167th Field Artillery Brigade. (Note: This brigade^ t> ' r> -
is composed of the 349th, 359th and 351st regiments of field artillery). This 
message is as follows: - •
“The Commanding Officer of the 167th Field Artillery Brigade desires to 
record on the General Orders of the Brigade his approval of the high quali­
ties desplayed by officers and men during the recent operations in this sector 
(Marbache Sector). They have been zealous soldiers and skillful artillerv- 
men. Their recompense lies in their knowledge of work well done and in 
the commendation of those well qualified to speak. By day and night, often 
under a hail of shrapnel, often through clouds of deadly gas they have march­
ed and fought, dragged their guns sometimes by hand into the line, kept 
open their lines of communications and brought up their supplies, always 
with a cheerfulness that earned them the admiration of all.”
FRENCH WORDS OF PRAISE FOR THE 349th FIELD ARTILLERY
Submitted by Corporal Arthur Daniels
Battery’’ “ F” rejoices to know that It forms a part of a colored regiment 
that is held in high esteem throughout France not only for the character 
of its work on the “ Front.” but also for the high standard of morality which 
the men who composed it maintained in their relationship with the civilian 
population with whom they came in constant contact.
We are glad to submit to our readers letters from the Assistant Mayor 
of Montmorillon, (Vienne) and the Mayor of Dorn front, (Orne), France.
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af>Ic*(l film to grit his teeth and to pack up his troubles in his old kit bag and 
smile, smile, smile.
As an illustration of what we have said, we will relate a tragic incident 
which attracted our attention on Sunday, November the 10. 1918. Our Bat­
tery had just laid a barrage to enable our infantry to go “over the top" and it 
had. lasted from seven o’clock until a quarter of eight that morning'. Our 
position was in the vicinity o f Atton and we were near the front line trenches 
which were just beyond Pont-a-AIousson. The order had been received for 
us to take up a new |>osition in Pont-a-Mousson and while euroute to that 
place we passed a Battalion of our infantry just back from over the top. 
Among them were many wounded of whom one was the object of special 
attention, lie had been wounded in his right leg; his right arrn hung feebly 
at his side and blood was streaming from the tip ends of his fingers. He 
carried in his left hand a pair of wire cutters. The Battalion of which he 
was a representative was in smiles, as they congratulated us on our barrage. 
They related to us the heroic performance of this wounded soldier to whom 
we have called attention. The story dealt with the fact that he had been 
designated to go “over the top" ahead of his company and clear away the 
barbed wire entanglements.
A comrade was designated to go over with him with a machine gun for 
the purpose of giving him protection. So anxious were they to go over and 
do their hit they disregarded the order that they had received to wait for 
our barrage. Five minutes before the time scheduled they advanced; one 
with his gun slung across his shoulder and with head down, moved forward 
clipping away wire entanglements as though he were at play. His com­
rade was just behind him and was mowing down everything that looked like 
a German with his deadly machine gun lire. These boys were unshielded 
targets for the Boche machine gun fire and how they were able to make any 
progress is indeed a mystery. The wire clipper succeeded in clearing away 
the entanglements, thus making a passage for his company. It was he, 
whom we saw Sunday morning, November 10th limping to the Aid Station, 
with one side almost fiddled with bullets.
His companion was not satisfied with his success in opening up a passage 
for his company, he actually went over the German lines alone and sacrificed 
his life for his country. It is said that a German Captain in speaking of these 
two men remarked that he was so moved at seeing such unparallel bravery 
that he ordered his men to cease firing on them. Such instances as these il­
lustrate the behavior of our boys throughout the war. Such behavior at­
tracted the admiration of French soldiers and civilians everywhere in France. 
Colored soldiers were welcome guests wherever they went. Men, women 
and children have been seen actually in tears while bidding them farewell, 
after they had been billeted in or about a French town for any considerable 
time. Scores of letters of commandation for both Colored infantry and ar­
tillerymen have been received by regimental commanders which show the 
high impressions which the French have received as to their general conduct, 
military and otherwise.
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CONGRATULATIONS FROM GENERAL PERSHING AND BRIGADIER
GENERAL SHERBURNE
Submitted by Private Ernest B. McKissick
Every soldier in Battery “F” was made to rejoice and feel supremely 
banpy on November 22, 1918 when words of congratulation from General 
John J. Pershing were read to the Battery. These words were as Follows :
“The enemy has capitulated. It is fitting that 1 address myself in thanks 
directly to the officers and soldiers of the American Expeditionary Forces 
who by their heroic efforts have made possible this glorious result. Our 
armies hurriedly raised and hastily trained met a veteran enemy, and by 
courage, , discipline and skill always defeated him. Without complaint you 
have endured incessant toil, privations and danger. You have seen many of 
your comrades make the supreme sacrifice that freedom may live, 1 thank 
you For the patience and courage with which von have endured. I con­
gratulate yon upon the splendid fruits of victory which your heroism and the 
Voc.d of our gallant dead are now presenting to our nation. Your deeds 
will live forever on the most glorious pages of America’s historyT
Shortly after General Pershing’s cheering message was read to the Battery, 
a message equally as cheering and encouraging was received from Brigadief 
General Sherburne of the 167th Field Artillery Brigade. (Note-. ’This brigade 
Is composed of the 349th, 350th and 351st regiments of field artillery). This 
message is as follows:
“ I he Commanding Officer of the 167th Field Artillery Brigade desires to 
record on the General Orders of the Brigade his approval of the high quali­
ties desplayed by officers and men during the recent operations in this sector 
( Marbachc Sector). They have been zealous soldiers and skillful artillerv- 
men. Their recompense lies in their knowledge of work well done and in 
the commendation of those well qualified to speak. By day and night, often 
under a hail of shrapnel, often through clouds of deadly gas they have march­
ed and fought, dragged their guns sometimes by hand into the line, kept 
open their lines of communications and brought up their supplies, alwavs 
with a cheerfulness that earned them the admiration of alb”
FRENCH WORDS OF PRAISE FOR THE 349th FIELD ARTILLERV
Submitted by Corporal Arthur Daniels
Battery “ F” rejoices to know that It forms a part of a colored regiment 
that is held in high esteem throughout France not only for the character 
of its work on the “ Front,” but also for the high standard of morality which 
the men who composed it maintained in their relationship with the civilian 
population with whom they came in constant contact.
We are glad to submit to our readers letters from the Assistant Mayor 
of Montmorillon, (Vienne) and the Mayor of Domfront, (Orne), France.
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These letters are self-explanatory. From Montmorillon on August 12, 1918 
Assistant Mayor, G. DeFont Reoulx wrote the following letter to the Colonel 
of our regiment:
“At the occasion of your departure, permit me to express to you my re­
grets and those of the whole population. From the very day of its arrival 
your regiment, by its behavior and military appearance excited the admira­
tion of all of us. Of the sojourn of yourself and your colored soldiers 
amongst us we shall keep the best memory and remember your regiment as 
a picked one. From the beginning a real brotherhood was established be­
tween your soldiers and our people, who were glad to welcome the gallant 
allies of our France. Having learned to know them the whole population 
hold them in great esteem, and we all join in saying the best of them. I 
hope the white troops replacing your regiment will give us equal satisfaction, 
but whatever their attitude may be they cannot surpass your 349th Field 
Artillery.
Please accept the assurance of my best and most distinguished feelings.”
On the 22nd of January, 1919, Mayor F. Belin addressed the following let­
ter to our Colonel:
“The Mayor of the town of Dorn front has the very great pleasure to state 
and declare that the 349th Regiment of the 167th Field Artillery Brigade has 
been billeted at Domfront from the 26th of December, 1918 to the 22nd of 
January, 1919, and that during this period the officers as well as the men 
have won the esteem and sympathy of all the population.
The black officers as well as the white officers have made here many 
friends and go away leavnig behind them the best rememberance. As to 
the private soldiers their behavior during the whole time has been above all 
praise. It is a duty for the Mayor of Domfront to bid the general officers 
and men a last farewell, and to express to all his thanks and gratitude for 
their friendly intercourse with the civilian population.”
WHAT MORALE HAS DONE FOR BATTERY “F”
By Sergeant James W. Johnson
Experienced men in the military service inform us that without discipline 
an army is a mob. But discipline is not the only thing that makes an ef­
ficient fighting force. It has been demonstrated many times that without 
a very essential quality, although well disciplined, and army is nothnig more 
than a disciplined mob. This quality is morale or as the French call it, 
“espirit de corps.”
Morale is the thing that makes every member of an organization feel 
proud of the fact that he is a member thereof, the thing that enables men 
to endure extreme hardships; the thing that means victory.
The members of Battery “F” will find pleasure in reflecting just how the 
morale of their organization developed as the organization grew and how it 
helped them while they were serving with the American Expeditionary
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Drawn by Sergeant James W. Johnson
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Marbache Sector before Metz, -which was occupied when the Armistice was signed by the 349th, 330th and 331st Artillery Regiments and the
The above sketch shows a panoramic view of that portion
365th, 366th, 367th and 368th Regiments of Infantry-
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Forces. The frequent gun contests at Camp Dix, New Jersey, did much to 
make the members of the 349th Field Artillery take a greater pride in their 
respective batteries. At Montmorillon the “ Field Day” not only broke up 
the monotony of camp life but also bolstered up the spirit of the whole regi­
ment. When the regiment had finished its training at the Held Artillery 
SchooT of Instruction at La Courtine, Creuse, the whole regiment was in­
tensely eager to see active service at the front.
The morale of the outfit is what made it possible for the men to stick to 
iheir guns while the shrapnel from the Huns bursted nearby, and not with­
standing the fact that their gun positions were in an open field, and that the 
only thing that protected them from the 'eagle eye of the German aeroplane 
observers were thin pieces of flat camouflage.
But the morale of the organization did not end with the war. On the 
other hand it has worked wonders on the journey home. At Dieulouard, 
while billeted in an old shell torn tannery, it was that power that kept the 
men from becoming despondent. Again on the long hike over muddy roads 
from Pont-a-Mousson to Maron it was the morale of the men that kept them 
together.
So it will be when the members of this organization are mustered out of 
the military service. While they will have many hard battles in their en­
deavor to re-adjust themselves to their new surroundings in civil life, they 
can depend on the help of that invisible helping power that was always with 
them while they were in the arriiy and helped them to attain victory over the
1 luns.
TRIBUTE TO COOK LAWRENCE BALL
By First Sergeant W. H. Smith
Lawrence. Ball is a man of sterling qualities. He graced our tables with 
food fit to set before a king. Cook Ball came to Battery “ F” at Camp Dix, 
N. J. early in May, 1918. After a few weeks of recruit drill he was appointed 
cook. From this day until the time that he was relieved to act as the Battery 
Commander’s orderly he worked honestly, faithfully, and untiringly with no 
other aim in view than to satisfy the palates of the officers and men of the 
battery. He was so interested in his work that even during his time ofl*, 
] have seen him sitting up until the wee hours of the morning planning 
something that would please the men on the morrow.
At the front through all the trials, and hardships, through shells and gas, 
Ball went about his work with a smile; and on many occasions when the gun 
crews returned after a hard nights work at the guns, they met Ball’s sunny 
smile and ate his hot cakes and syrup, and returned to their guns singing 
loud his praises. At La Courtine, France, while the Battery was laboring 
so hard on the Target Range to become efficient artillerymen, it was Ball 
who broke the monotony by a series of musical entertainments at one of 
the principal theatres to the joy and admiration of not only his own battery 
but also to the other regiments stationed there. Ball is a songster well known
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in Atlantic City and New York and as a civilian, which he hopes to be again 
soon. Battery “F” wishes him much success in his vocation and all the joys 
and happiness that life can afford.
THE HOMEWARD “HIKE” FROM PONT-A-MOUSSON
By Sergeant Walter D. Pitts
The successful termination of that long, weary, never-to-be-forgotten 
“ hike” from Pont-a-Mousson to Maron, a distance of some thirty odd kilo- 
meters, was due directly to the careful preparations made for it. To have 
attempted such a march under the conditions existing at that time without 
adeouate preparation, would have been a tortuous punishment unmerited 
by those brave, patient boys, notwithstanding the fact that this was the only 
way for them to get to Maron and thence to the port of embarkation.
Thus for weeks previously, the entire 349th Regiment in getting themselves 
in prime condition for this march, would be taken out on daily hikes from ten 
fo twelve kilometers with full packs, which weighed on the average of seven­
ty pounds. This method of training was relished by the men about as much 
as six hours of continuous drill in a close-fitting, uncomfortable gas mask: 
yet it was the best thing for the boys, because, it would have been absolutely 
impossible for the hike to have been made successfully without those grind­
ing practice marches. As it was, not a single man was lost to the regiment, 
and the morale of the boys throughout the trip was wonderful.
Climatic conditions could not have been much worse. It was raw and chilly 
with an occasional snowstorm thrown in for good measure. The roads were 
’ muddy and the many hills seemed almost unsurmountable. x
On December the 19th. at 7 a. m., the regiment bade farewell to Pont-a- 
Mousson and with the band playing, and the boys singing they started on 
their memorable trip. Our gait was moderate with the rest stops occuring 
on the average of every four miles. The first day we covered half the dis­
tance and spent the night in barracks just on the outskirts of Saizerais. Our 
lunch that day consisting of sandwiches and coffee was served on the road­
side in the midst of a snowstorm. It is needless to say that it was enjoyed, 
even under those adverse circumstances for only a soldier can appreciate the 
absence of conveniences.
Owing to the fact that our train was late we remained over the next day 
in the barracks, and the following morning found us plodding on our weary 
way to cover the remaining distance. We spent one more night in barracks 
just outside of Maron and wound up our “hike” at the station about three p. 
m.. December the 22, 1918. The men deserve much praise for their quiet 
patience and lasting determination, which buoyed up by the knowledge of 
the fact that they were actually on their way home, would have spurred them 
to have covered as much distance again had it been necessary.
26
B A T T E R Y  “F ” 349tli F IE L D  A R T IL L E R Y
BATTERY “F” 349th FIELD ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION
By Sergeant Vincent Harvey
Upon arriving from overseas the members of Battery “F” felt that before 
being demobilized, it would be wise to form themselves into an organization 
which would enable them to work together, as effectively, for the good of 
our race and country in civilian life, as they had worked together as soldiers.
With the assistance of Captain Coe, while at Camp Upton, N. Y., March 10, 
1919, our Battery succeeded in perfecting such an organization under the 
name of Battery “F” Field Artillery Association.” Sergeant James \Y. 
Johnson was elected President; Corporal Terrel Palmer, Vice President, and 
Corporal Samuel K. Murray, Secretary-Treasurer. This association agreed, 
unanimously, to publish an official organ under the title “Modern Artillery­
men.'’ Sergeant James W. Johnson, Sergeant John M. Lee, First Sergeant 
William H. Smith and Private First Class Uzziah Miner were elected to its 
editorial staff.
CUR BATTERY’S FAREWELL FEAST
Cy Private Joseph Reeder
Our farewell feast was given at Camp Upton, N. Y., March 11, 1919. The 
Captain and nearly every member of the Battery were present. In addition 
to our own men we had several visitors, among whom was a very prominent 
\ . M. C. A. Secretary of the Camp. The afternoon was very enjoyablv 
spent. Oratory, dancing, songs, quartette selections and readings from 
Kipling added to the gayety of the evening.
Our menu consisted of roast turkey with cranberry sauce, mashed pota­
toes, candied sweet potatoes, oyster cocktails with crackers, salted nuts, 
after dinner mints, fruits, ice cream, cakes and cigars.
OUR SOLDIERS’ RETURN TO CIVIL LIFE
By Sergeant James Scott
I have spent fourteen years in the U. S| Arm y; four years of which were 
spent in the Ninth Cavalry and nine years in the Tenth Cavalry. I have seen 
service in the Philippine Islands, on the Mexican border and in far-away 
France. During my military career at home and abroad, I have come into 
close touch with thousands of soldiers in the uniform of my country; but I 
must confess that during all this time I have not met a nobler or a better 
class of soldiers than the young men who have come to the army from civil 
life, since the beginning of the Great War, to cooperate with our soldiers in 
the defense of the Stars and Stripes.
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5o up tfie long Bills and through chilling rainy 
To that famous camp o f  work and pain.
The camp was unfinished so we rested o,ver. niglitr 
Yext morning “chow” souncTed! long before daylight- 
After hearing the cooks say “no, seconds-’ on mess*
We were thrown among stevedores at the docks o i Brest. 
On every job we were highly- commended.
But still the boys were very discontented.
u  —
Tlieir hopes all vanished when they drew rubber Boots,. 
But tlie Hardest Blow o f  all was the oil-skin suits.
l he only rumor we could hear one day,
Was that our artillery wouldn’t sail home till May.
So we patiently waited till glad news came at last.
And we all joined in concert, bidding farewell to Brest. 
With light, joyful hearts, we boarded the steamer,.
And it seemed for the world we were just like the drearn.et.~_ 
Who,, after anight o f real restless slumber,
Awakes to the fact that he is still unencumberecL 
With., what in his- dream seemed a horrible life,
But in reality proved be had won a great fight.
We flew o’er the waves with marvelous agility,
And on the ninth day viewed, the Statue of Liberty..
Low Till were our Hearts as we sailed up the harbor,. 
Knowing full well we had finished our labor,
And could return to our families and wives,
Alter such, sacrifices that had just spared.our lives..
%
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......... Cannoneer
.Radio Operator
................. Driver
...............  Driver
.Machine Gunner
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41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60. 
61. 
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
Janies Irby.........
John Paul Jones .
Riley Jones.........
Leonard Judkins
Andrew Kent
William A. King
Reddick Laird . . 
Herbert W. Leigh 
Millard Lewis . . 
John Lipscomb . . 
Brutus L. Love . . 
Woodard C. Lyles
Dan M ack.........
Beryl Marshall . . 
Ernest McKissick 
Augustus Moore . 
Henry Morgan . . .
Rufus Nunn .......
Cassius M. Owens 
St. Paul Parker . 
Robert Patterson 
Clarence Patton . . 
Edward Perrv . . . 
Thomas Perry . . . 
Willie T. Preston .
Johnie Price.......
Monroe Ouinn . . 
Abraham Robinson
Allen R oss...........
Stanley Royal . . . . 
Stephen Scott 
Israel Shivers . . . .  
Richard Shorts . . , 
Samuel Smith . . . 
Taylor Stacker . . . 
Bert Stevenson . . , 
Willie Steward . . 
James Stuckey . . .
James Suber.......
Lee Suber...........
James Swindler . . 
Henry Tanksley . .
.......  Cannoneer
.........  Specialist
...............Driver
................Driver
....... Cannoneer
.........Cannoneer
.........Cannoneer
................Driver
.........Cannoneer
.............  Driver
. ........Cannoneer
......... Specialist
....... Cannoneer
. Battery Agento
.......  Specialist
.........Cannoneer v
................Driver
.........  Specialist
...............  Scout
................Driver
.............  Driver
Machine Gunner
.......Horseshoer
Machine Gunner
................Driver
Mach:: e Gunner
.......Cannoneer
............... Driver
. . . .  Cann cnee r
.......Horsehoer
. . . .  Cannoneer
................Driver
. . . .  Cannoneer
....... Cannoneer
............... Driver
................Driver
....... Cannoneer
................Driver
................Driver
...............Driver
............... Driver
................Driver
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81. Harry D. Tatum ........................................................................... Cannoneer
82. George Taylor ..........................................................................  Driver
83. Willie Taylor ........................................................................................ Driver
84. Ahaz. Thomas .................................................................................Cannoneer
85. Ben Thompson.......................................................................................Driver
86. Johnie Vines............................................................................................Driver
87. Albert Washington .......................................................................  Cannoneer
88. Henry I. Watson...............................................................................Cannoner
89. Guy Westmoreland ............................................................................... Driver
90. Della Wilkerson.....................................................................................Driver
91. Romery C. Williams.............................................................  Driver
92. Joe Reeder............................................................................ Radio Operator
93. Gillis Wilson ...................................................................................Cannoneer
94. Harry L. W ilson........................................................................... Cannoneer
95. Ishmael W itt .................................................  Cannoneer
96. W illiam Woodberry ...........................................   Cannoneer
97. Luther Wooden .....................................................................................Driver
M O D ER N  A R T 1L L E R Y M E N
H O N O R A R Y  ROLL
COLONEL DAN T. MOORE
. Formerly in Command of 349th F. A-.
2
CAPTAIN THOMAS D. WADELTON
Former Commander, Battery “F” 349th F. A.
3
FIRST LIEUTENANT PERCIVAL R. PIPER
Formerly Connected Battery “F" 349th F. A.
4
LIEUTENANT COLONEL DALLAS TOWNSEND
Formerly Commander of the Second Battalion 349th F. A,
AFTERWORD
By Private First Class Uzziah Miner
In concluding this book entitled “ Modern Artillerymen,*’ we, the members of 
Battery “F” 349th Field Artillery, wish to express our indebtedness to Captain 
Noble M. Coe for the unselfish interest that he has manifested in the same. 
Through his helpful advice, his unwavering encouragement with words and 
money, and through his fair and timely criticisms, we have been able to present 
to our friends and relatives this book, which was hastily written and hastily pub­
lished.
While we are very, very proud of the success of our book, we will not permit 
the joy over it to make us in the least forgetful of the splendid services rendered 
us, in a military capacity, by our officers in general, and our Captain in particular. 
It was through their services, together with the remarkable services rendered by 
our non-commissioned officers, that we are able today to rejoice that we “ Modern 
Artillerymen” have been able to assist in making America’s First Colored Artil­
lery Brigade a successful undertaking by the United States Government, and a 
formidable fighting machine in the defense of our American Republic.
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P H I L A D E L P H I A  T R I B U N E ,  P R I N T E R S
5 2 6  S O U T H  S I X T E E N T H  S T R E E T
